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Dear friends,

as you know the next World Council of ICCS will take place from the 21st  to the 23rd November in Rome.

This time we will have only the World Council because an ICCS World Seminar about “The Pastoral Challenges in Education through Catholic Scouting” happened in July 2008 in Jeju Island/Korea. So the main topic of the Council Meeting will be the discussion on issues which determine the future of ICCS. It will be a discussion taking the reality of all our limitations and chances into consideration, looking on the world as it is, having in mind our educational task in scouting and over all our Christian mission for young people.
A Future Plan of ICCS, including World ICCS as well as the four ICCS Regions Africa, Asia-Pacific, Europe-Mediterranean and Inter-America, and the financial necessities and perspectives for our activities and government will be of prime importance on the agenda.

There will be a reserved time of two hours for meetings of the Regions.

The Steering Committee of ICCS, meeting in Barcelona/Spain from 9th to 12th October 2008, will prepare and enact the decisions of the World Council.

So all motions and recommendations for decisions in the plenary beside the proposals coming by the “Future Plan” have to be sent up to the end of September to the ICCS Headquarters in Rome.

The World Council has to elect the General Secretary and two Deputies, one of them must be from a different Region than the Secretary General. The candidate(s) for the election of the General Secretary should be experienced in the ICCS work on regional or/and world level. Proposals for the elections have also to be sent up to the 30th of September to the ICCS Headquarters. The functions of the General Secretary are (from art. 28 of the Statutes):

- to chair the Steering Committee; 

- to convene and prepare the meetings of the World Council and the Steering Committee; 

- to insure the continuity of the work of the Conference, during and between meetings; 

- to perform the tasks specifically entrusted to him by the World Council and the Steering 

  Committee;

- to assist in the establishment, the operation and the co-ordination of Regions; 

- to inform all members by any appropriate means;

- to insure, by means of visits and correspondence, the relationships required to promote  

  the  objectives of the Conference; 

- to maintain relationships with the World Committee of Scouting; 

- to regularly represent the Conference, particularly as it relates to the World Committee  

  of Scouting, and to the Church within the limits of the aims of ICCS; 

- to maintain relations with the Holy See, especially with the Secretariat of State and   

  the Pontifical Council for the Laity.

- to keep up to date the accounts and archives. 

He/she is supported by the two Deputies and assisted by the General Secretariat. 

Proposals for the elections can be done by all member organizations but must be accepted and supported by the Association to which the candidate belongs to. A short biography with the most important facts from the personal, professional and scout life of the candidate has to be added.

For practical information
The Council will be hosted by:

CASA LASALLE
 Via Aurelia, 472 
00165  Rome – ITALY

Participation Fee including accommodation, food and transportation during the Council will be 
€ 350,00 / U$D 545,00 per person.

Those who ask for a single room have to pay an additional sum of € 30,00 / U$D 45,00
Staying before and after the Council in Casa LaSalle will cost (bed and breakfast) € 50 for single rooms and € 80 for double rooms.
Precise dates of arrival and departure have to be indicated on the Registration Form.

All participants will receive after their Registration a second document with further information.

Because of the importance of this Council (Future Plan of ICCS) we ask all member organizations to participate! For those Chaplains and those Commissioners who are dealing in their associations with pastoral and spiritual issues or have interest in the religious and spiritual dimension of scouting we offer a special program of a pilgrimage under the title: “ Witnesses to faith in past and present” before the Council, from 17th to 20th November 2008. Please look on the special invitation.
I hope to see you in November in Rome, in the year of St. Paul.

Yours in Christ and Scouting,

Baldur Hermans

ICCS General Secretary

Rome, 28th July 2008
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